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Invest in solar heating
systems, schools told

By H&A CORRESPONDENT

Schools have been advised to in-
vest in solar systems for lighting and
heating to cut the cost of electricity.

In his presentation during the an-
nual general meeting held by the Ken-
ya Private Schools Association, Tim
Jessop, general manager of Chloride
Solar said it is possible to reduce elec-
tricity bills by half by installing solar
systems for heating water.

“More and more schools are also
installing solar back-up systems as a
way of reducing dependency on elec-
tricity and providing uninterrupted
power supply.

Back-up systems offer reserve
electricity for several hours during
blackouts to support essential office
equipment,” he said.

He gave an example: “Chloride So-
lar installed a solar water heating sys-
tem for Pembrooke School at a cost of
Sh2.5 million to meet the needs of 267
students.

The school had been paying elec-
tricity bills in excess of 300,000 shil-
lings every month totaling 3.2 million
shillings per year.

They are now averaging Sh150,000
for electricity (half the previous bill)
and it will take them only one year
and four months to recover the instal-
lation cost of the solar system.”

Jessop explained that the com-
pany sells, installs and services solar
water heating systems, solar back
up systems that provide alternative
power when electricity fails and solar
power generation for schools that are
off the grid in remote areas.

Tim Jessop (right), Chloride Solar General Manager, explalns the solar heatmg system to Ber-
nard Nthambu, director of Njeru Junior School in Chuka, during the annual general meeting
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CAJ to conduct audit on
collapsed buildings

The Commission on Adminis-
trative Justice is set to carry out
an audit on collapsed buildings, to
identify the personnel culpable for
the accidents. According to a senior
manager, the audit will focus first
on the Huruma building and then
all buildings that have collapsed in
the city in the last ten years. “This
is with a view of establishing factors
behind the incidents, omission and
commission by public officials, who
have the responsibility of ensuring
that quality buildings are devel-
oped,” said Phoebe Nadupoi, Senior
Manager, Advocacy and Communi-
cation in the Ombudsman’s office.

Proposal for new zoning
plans in Kisumu

Kisumu County is seeking to im-
plement new zoning plans that will
see an increase in residential hous-
es, the height developers can raise
their structures to and amount of
space structures may occupy. The
proposal, by the Department of City
Planning, has been approved by the
county executive and awaits a nod
from the county assembly.

— Compiled by Mkala Mwaghesha

of the Kenya Private Schools Association. [PHOTO: COURTESY]

He said it is possible to reduce
electricity bills by half by install-
ing solar systems for heating water.
Once the school has recovered the
cost of the installation, the system
only needs sunshine, which is read-
ily available for most of the year and
minimal routine maintenance.

Commercial sales

hit record high

Direct commercial real estate sales
volumes globally reached $218 billion
(Sh19.8tr) in the fourth quarter of
2014, up 28 per cent on the previous
quarter and four per cent higher than
quarter four of 2013.

It means that global direct com-
mercial real estate investment trans-
action volumes hit a new record high
in the final quarter of 2014, according
to the data from international real es-
tate firm JLL.

Full year 2014 volumes reach $700
billion (Sh63.7 trillion), up 18 per cent
on 2013. The data also shows that
Asia Pacific and EMEA were both up
40 per cent quarter on quarter and
the Americas up 15 per cent over the
same time period.

According to Arthur de Haast, lead
director of the International Capital
Group at JLL, the Americas and Eu-
rope have been the driving forces of
global growth, with economic recov-
ery in the US and the UK a key com-
ponent.

‘Asia Pacific had been lagging for
most of 2014, but a strong final quar-

ter brought it in line with 2013 levels.
Despite there being more uncertainty
in the world than there was 12 months
ago, we expect direct real estate to
continue to appeal in a low interest
rate environment,” he explained.

David Green-Morgan, global cap-
ital markets research director at JLL,
believes that after such a strong run
up in transactional activity over the
last six years, growth in 2015 looks as
though it may be slightly more sub-
dued as investors weigh up their next
moves. “The global economy faces
new challenges with changing mon-
etary policy in the US, Eurozone and
Japan, pivotal elections in the UK,
Spain, Canada and Greece and a Chi-
nese economy coming to terms with
lower GDP growth,” he said.

“However, the macro drivers of in-
vestment into real estate remain, fund
raising was robust in 2014, institu-
tions continue to allocate more mon-
ey to direct real estate and emerging
economies are relaxing the rules on
the export of capital,” he added.
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- Well landscaped land ideal for immediate

- There is high concentration of Universities in the region:
- Kitengela is becoming an industrial Town with

- Its Proximity to the Airport

-The Town is Cosmo Politant.
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Situated at North East of Thika Town & overlooking Kilimambogo

- Situated only 9km from Kabati
- Only 4 km from the Proposed Modern
Railway line where the Tarmac ends.

- ideal for modern Country Home with a
home garden.
- With a good network of service roads
- Touching a big Natural dam giving
the project panoramic view and cool
' breeze.

1. Located along the proposed Great Eastern
Bypass and neighboring the Aeorotropolis.

2. Next to the Banda Resorts & Getaway.

3. Neighboring other proposed big Metro Cities.

4. only 4.5km from Nyeri Hway at Makuyu sub Station.

5. Well drained red Soil and Murrum ideal for any immediate|developments.

6. 30 min drive from Thika Town along Garissa Highway.

7. Cool breeze with a panoramic fauna & flora experiencty
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Kitengela - Namanga Highway.
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the Railway Lines.

Centre, dispensary, Police Post, Nursery School, Water & Sewer,
Electricity. . .
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Book This January and stand a chance of wining a perimeter wall and a Gate round your plot.
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